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*1889 Promotional Book 
 

Two Promotional Books about Kearney 

1889 – pictures drawn by J. A. Finch –  

comments penciled in probably in 1950’s 

1890 – Photographs by A. T. Anderson 

  Photos reproduced by the BCHS 

  

About the 1889 book 

* Page 1 – Hub Printing Company – Puts probable printing past June, 1889 

 Fair picture dated Sept. 1888 narrows the time 

 

* Bird’s Eye View of Kearney – from hill north of Kearney – white line 

near horizon probably the Platte.   

Large building left of center Midway Hotel 

 

* Canal Overflow – Has people in it 

 

* Photo of Canal Overflow from 1890 Promotional Book 

 

* Four houses  with Hamer Block in center 

Top left - H. D Hawthorne – Corner of 22
nd

 & 4
th
 Ave–home of Dave Martin 

Top right  - Geo. Frank, Jr – 27
th

 Ave – home of Judge Easterling –  

 bed & breakfast 

Bottom left - Henry Gibbon – Corner of 22
nd

 & 3
rd

 A – Tollefson, new 

Bottom right – E.C. Calkins – Corner of 25
th

 & E  

Hamer Block – look up at top of buildings on Central – on west side? 

 

* Hamer Building Photo 

 

* Residence of W. A. Downing – Corner of 22
nd

 & 8
th
 Ave. –  

Women’s Club house 

 

* Central Ave, Looking North – from railroad, Lowe Building on right.   

 Electrical lines, street lights over center of street, horse drawn trolleys 
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* First Prize, Agricultural Products of Buffalo County, Buffalo Co. Fair,  

Kearney, Neb. Sep. 19
th
1888. 

 

* “City Hall Now in Course of Construction” – Replaced by WPA project 

about 1939  

 

* City Hall – Anderson photo of completed building 

 

* Buffalo County Court House – “Being Constructed” 

 

* County Court House – photo – Statue on top.  Buffalo head 

 

* Four Buildings  

Top left - Phil Kearney Horse Ranch – Watson Ranch?? –  

house & barn incorporated into one building?? 

Top right – Res. Of Mayor C. B. Finch – Corner of 22
nd

 & 3
rd

  

Jensens live there now – across street south of Central Elementary –  

 being restored 

Bottom left – Henline Block – west side of Central 

Bottom right – Episcopal Church – this would be their 2
nd

 building 

 

* Five Buildings 

Center – Gibbons Block – 21
st
 & Central  

Top left – E R Sherwood – 24
th

 & 4
th
 - was across street from Central Elem. 

Top right – Wm. Hecht – “Catholic Sisters have this now I believe”  

By Mt. Carmel? – moved to country southwest of Kearney 

Bottom left – Res. of F. Y. Robertson – was 22
nd

 & 5
th
, but now crowded  

 back to second house.  Gladys Smith’s home at one time 

Bottom right – B. H. Bicknell – In Kenwood 

 

* First Presbyterian Church 

 

* High School Building 

 

* Photo of High School – Old Whittier 



 3 

 

* Three Buildings & 1873 Kearney 

Top left – Kearney in 1873 

Top right – F. A. Fields 

Bottom left – Buffalo County Bank – corner of 23
rd

 & Cent. 

Bottom right – G H Cutting – 9
th

 St & 22
nd

 St – “Freeman Home now” 

  Nursing home in more recent times 

 

* Kearney Brick Company (south of Highway 30) 

 

* Kearney Brick Company – photo, from other side 

 

* 2
nd

 Ward School - Kenwood 

 

* 2
nd

 Ward School – Photo 

 

* First M. E. Church Building – on site of firehouse 

 

* Union Pacific Freight Yards – on south side looking north –  

A. G. Scott & Co, Grain & Coal to left of smoke stack 

Kearney Flour & Elevator to right – Ave B 

 

* View of Kearney Lake – Pavilion on left 

 

* City Waterworks – 21
st
 & 8

th
 Ave (north of tracks) 

 

* Kearney Milling & Elevator Co.  Capacity 200 barrels per day – “Cater 

Roby’s mill & isn’t it the Ice-house now where Elise holds out” 

 

* The Midway – “Keck 1887” plaque 2
nd

 floor left of entrance 

 

* Kearney Canning Company – on tailrace south of Kearney Brick Co. 

 

* Kearney Canning – photo – backside 
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* B & M Depot – top - B & M on right? And UP on left?   

In the beginning they shared a depot 

State Industrial School Buildings – looking north with canal in foreground? 

 

* City National Bank – Now Building - corner 21
st
 & Central, Fort Kearney 

 

* F. J. Switz – Furniture – Yanda’s now 

 

* Harrington & Pommer Real Estate – Residence of J. S. Harrington – 

 in East Lawn 

 

* The Kearney Paper Mill – (now being built) 

 

* Kearney Paper Mill – photo from other side 

 

* J. A. Finch advertisement – 

 Landscape sketching  

Prospective Drawing 

 Photo-Engraving  

Publications Illustrated  

   J. A. Finch 

   Mapping   Tracing  

WOOD ENGRAVING 

        and Crayon  

     Work a Specialty. 

    Artist. 
Special Arrangements Made  

  for Advertising Western  

     Towns in the East. 

Correspondence Solicited. 

     Estimates Furnished 

 

[No where in this ad are we given information on how to contact the 

man.] 


